
Katherine Magnoli, Model of Wisdom  
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 Katherine Magnoli 
remembers the exact moment 
she decided to write a book. 
Magnoli, who is confined to a 
wheelchair, was sitting by the 
pool at her condominium in 
the summer of 2009, when she 
noticed a little girl staring at 
her. 
 “I started to think 
about little kids’ curiosity. 
Sometime when they see me 
they get scared, sometimes 
they want to ask questions but 
are afraid,” Magnoli said. 
 What began as a 
passing moment turned into a 
book that has sold over 1,000 

copies to people, including 
President Bill Clinton. 
 Magnoli made a 
practical application of truth in 
deciding to write a book that 
helps kids understand the 
truths about people with 
disabilities.  She wanted to do 
it in a way that entertains the 
children and not make it so 
serious and heavy. 
 Katherine Magnoli 
sees uncertainty fade away 
when reading her book to 
elementary school students. 
“Kids who may have hesitated 
in the past to approach me in 
my wheelchair, run right up 

Team-Building Activity 
Building a culture of good character requires building the class 
into a community.  Here is this month’s teambuilding activity: 

 
I Forget! 
 
Arrange students in groups of 2 or 3 for this story-telling exercise. Make up a negative story title 
that is age appropriate for the group.  One person in each group starts by making up the first part 
of the story.  After a few sentences, or when they become “stuck”, they turn to the next person in 
their group and say “I forget the rest - your turn.”  The next person picks up the story line and 
continues the story until they want to pass it off like the first person did.  Allow time for all 
groups to complete their story.  Now give them a positive story title and ask them to do the same 
thing.  When they have finished both stories, ask them if they enjoyed creating the stories.  Ask 
them which one was easier to create, the positive or the negative.   
 

and talk with me after reading 
the book.”  

Faces Magazine, says “Katherine 
Magnoli brings wisdom, patience, 
and a super hero in a wheelchair to 
first children’s book, ‘The 
Adventures of KatGirl’.”  
 
www.facesofspinabifida.com 

The Night I Crashed th
e Car. 

How I Broke My Toe. 

My Favorite Vacation. 

It’s a Party. 


