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 Lily Eagle Dorman 
Colby was placed in foster 
care at the age of 12 and was 
in 5 different foster homes 
until she aged out at age 18.   
At 20, she petitioned to 
become a foster parent to her 
younger brother  who was 
autistic.  During her time in 
foster care, Lily saw many 
rules that prevented or made 
it difficult for the correct care 
to be given. Her experiences 
made her determined to 
change the system. 
 Lily says, “I care about 
working on foster care reform 
because I know there are a lot 
of kids who need more 
support, who need to find 

loving families and get 
adopted, and who need help 
dealing with learning 
disabilities or physical 
disabilities so they can have a 
chance at success.”  
 Lily has been named 
one of Glamour Magazine’s 
top ten college women for not 
only her efforts in advocating 
for youth in care, but also her 
other life accomplishments. 
Lily has interned for the 
Orphan Foundation America, 
has been a tutor and mentor, 
written several nationally 
recognized articles, was an 
active member of California 
Youth Connection, was a 
volunteer for AmeriCorps, a 

Team-Building Activity 
Building a culture of good character requires building the class 
into a community.  Here is this month’s teambuilding activity: 

 
Ace High 

 
Divide the class into groups no larger than 13 students in each group.  Give each 
group member a playing card.  All of the cards for one group should be the same 
suit.  Instruct the students to arrange themselves to stand in a line in order of the 
rank of the cards with the Ace being the highest card.  For younger groups, you may 
only want to use the number cards.  Time each group.  Ask them how they 
approached the problem of ordering the cards.  Give them time in their group to 
review how they did.  Now give them time to discuss how they might do it faster 
next time and then give them a chance to shuffle the cards and try again.  See if they 
did it faster the second time.  To make this exercise more difficult, instruct the 

students that they are not allowed to look at their own card, rather, they must hold it face side out 
against their forehead without looking at it. To incorporate a math lesson give each student 2 
number cards to hold on their forehead that must be added  together to determine ranking. 

member of student 
government while at both 
Berkeley and Yale, and has 
helped more adequately train 
child welfare professionals.  
 Lily is determined to 
improve the foster care 
system. She has written a 
handbook for foster youth 
about how to apply for 
college, and she served as an 
AmeriCorps volunteer helping 
first-generation college-bound 
youth apply for college.   


