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Step 6: Help parents and students connect

Welcome to the sixth step in our free professional learning series on class and student blogging!

The aim of this step is to:

1. Explain why it is important to help parents and students connect with your class blog.

2. Show common problems parents and students have locating class blogs on the Internet.

3. Provide 10 simple ways you can help parents and students find and use your class blog.

Why it is important to help parents and students connect

Class blogs are an excellent way for parents to find out what is happening in class and what their child is learning.
 While students love seeing their work on the Internet and adore getting comments from people. It motivates them
to write as it gives them an audience that is real.  The blog opens up a whole new world of people who can offer
encouragement and feedback.

But there’s nothing more frustrating trying to find your teacher’s website and not being able to find it — make it too
hard and they’ll quickly give up.

If you want to get the most out of your class blog you need to help parent and students connect with, understand
how to use your blog and easily find your class blog.

Finding your blog on the Internet

It’s quite common for educators new to blogging to assume their class blog is easily found using Google or that
students will write the blog URL correctly in their notebook.  These are bad approaches and decrease the chances
they will be able to find your class blog.

Here’s how frustrating it can be searching for a teacher’s website using Google:
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Here is how annoying it is if the student (or you) writes down the wrong blog URL.

In the examples below the correct URL is mrswaters.edublogs.org. Each example is a common mistake we see in
blog URLs sent to Edublogs support.

First part of the blog URL incorrect

If the first part of your blog URL is typed wrongly they will be redirected to the Edublogs sign up page where some
parents and students have been known to try to solve the problem by signing up for a new blog.

Edublogs.org spelt wrong

Missed the s in edublogs

http://mrswaters.edublogs.org/


Forgot the l in edubogs

Or writes it as an email address:

What you need to do

Most experienced educators use several different methods to help parents and students:

1. Understand what is a blog and how they can participate.

2. Easily find the class blog on the Internet.

Some ideas you can use!

The most important tip is make sure you go to your class blog URL and then copy/paste your blog URL from the
address bar of your web browser into any information you share with students and parents!

It’s really easy to type your blog URL wrongly – copying/pasting your blog URL ensures you get the URL correct
every time!

#1.  Business card magnet with
your class blog URL



Example of a business card

#2.  Include the link to your class blog in the school newsletter or send home your own blogging
newsletter

Here’s an example of a blogging newsletter by 34MK 2012.

Example of blogging newsletter

#3.  Post link to your class blog on your teacher or school website

#4.  Include your name in the blog URL
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Here’s examples of class blogs that use this approach:

Ms Cassidy’s Classroom blog - http://mscassidysclass.edublogs.org/

Mrs. Schmidt’s Classroom Blog - http://mrstinaschmidt.edublogs.org/

Mr Salsich’s Class - http://jmsalsich.edublogs.org/

Mr Baldock’s Class blog - http://mrbaldock.edublogs.org/

Mrs. Hamman’s Class Blog - http://blogs.goaj.org/mrshamman/

Mr. Miller’s Classroom Blog - http://mrmillersblog.com/

#5.  Add a link to your class blog in your email signature

Examples of email signatures

#6.  Create a QR Codes for your class blog URL

QR codes are great for creating a buzz

You create the QR code for your blog at QR Stuff

Then just send the QR Code home with instructions on how to use OR give students the QR code as a
task for them to research what it is.

Learn more about QR Codes and their educational potential here.
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Example of a QR code

#7.  Create detailed Parent handouts

Here’s an example of Eagles Writes handouts designed to help parents know: what is a blog, the blog URL and
why they blog.

http://eagleswrite.edublogs.org/family/


Example of Parent Handout page 1

Example of Parent Handout page 2

Here’s Kirsten Tschofen’s parent consent form and parent handout .  If your school or school district doesn’t have a
consent form then we recommend you discuss what needs to be included if you develop your own form.

http://somewherefromhere.edublogs.org/files/2013/08/2013-blog-parent-permission-z90xlz.pdf


Example of a parent consent form

Here’s  2Km and 2KJ Blog information note designed to help parents know: what is a blog, the blog URL, why
they blog and their safety guidelines.

http://teacherchallenge.edublogs.org/files/2011/02/2KM-and-2KJ-Blog-Information-Note-2011-2jzshir.pdf


Here’s 10 Steps to Navigating 2M and
2KJ blog for helping them understand
blog jargon, subscribe to email
notification, leave comments and so on.

#8.  Have parent information nights.

#9.  Set up email subscription for
notification of new posts

It’s as simple as:

1. Go to Appearance > Widgets

http://teacherchallenge.edublogs.org/files/2011/02/10-Steps-to-Navigating-the-2KM-and-2KJ-Blog-2011-1sa2mdi.pdf
http://help.edublogs.org/2011/09/06/enabling-email-subscription-on-your-blog/


2.  Add the email subscription widget to your sidebar.



3.  Go to Subscriptions > Settings

4.   Click on Mail Template and personalize — if you want to customize the look.



Here’s example of part of a full post email notification:

Full post email

5.  Click on General Settings and customize your settings (optional).



6.  You can even add email subscribers using Subscriptions > Add Subscribers!

WHAT NOW?

How did you go?

We would love to hear which you’ve decided to try!  Leave a comment below to let us know.

Also feel free to leave any questions you are having (or tips/advice) as well.

Or go to Step 7: Fair use, copyright, and intro to using images

http://teacherchallenge.edublogs.org/2013/10/05/step-7-images-copyright-and-creative-commons/
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